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The United States and the Man "Disabled in War

By F. PARKER STOCKBRIDGE.

HE general pension appropriation

bill for the fiscal year ending June

30, 1019, authorizes the expenditure for
pensions of $220,000,000. This is $12-
000,000 more than the largest previons
pension appropristion in the history of
the Government. This appropriation,
moreover, carries nothing for the beneflt
of soldiers who fought in the war against
Germany or their dependents. It is en-
tircly and exelusively for the bemefit of
soldiers of the civil war and their fam-
ilies and relatives, with a trifling propor-
tion for the benelit of veterans or widows
of veterans of the Mexican war and the
In 1881 President Gar-
field stated that when the pension roll
renclied the maximum of $27,000,000 it
that would be the
bighest erest of the wave. Nearly forty
years have pissed since the death of
President Garfield and eack sneceeding
yesr has witnessed an inerease in the total
©i peusion appropniations; each

war with Spain.

would recedes and

year,
moreover, the advoecates of the increase
have announdpd that the crest of the
wave had heen reached and that fhere-
after pension appropriations must of ne-
eessity be less. From 1866 to 1917 the
United States has expended in pensions
#$5,119,000,000,

I,

In the light of this record, as set
forth in The Redemption of the Dhisabled,
by Gurrard Harrs of the Research Ii-
vision of the Federal Board for Voca-
tional Education, the possible pension
roll of the lnited States fifty years from
now may easily reach the total of a bil-
lion dollars a year. As the pension law
now stands, every soldier who served f[or
ninely days in the civil war is entitled to
£ a month pension, regardless of any
quesiion of his dependency or disability;
every widow of a soldier who served in
the civil war is entitled to a pension, pro-
vided she married the soldier at any time
prior to 1905. With four times as many
wen in the United States Army dunng
the war with Giermany as there were in
the wivil war, it 15 a simple problem of
mathematies to determine the pmtb:ht\

—— — -

of a pension roll four limes as greal
when the European war shall bave re-
oeded into the background of history as
far as the civil war is now.

Nothing that stalesmen and legislators
of the present geverstion can do will
bind the Congresses of the future, bul by
removing in the beginning the chief argu-
ment for unlimited pensions, that of the
inability of the soldier who has been
wounded in his eouniry’s serviee to fap-
port himself and his family, the measures
adopted by the United Siates al the be-
ginning of the war just ended are de-
signed to discourage the prodigalily and
waste that have eharaetarized so much of
our pension legislation in the past. This
programme, as embodied m the War
Risk Insuranee aet and the voeationsl re-
hahilitation aet, insures, first, lo every
soldier in any way disabled throngh
wounds or disease ipeurred in the war
continuing eompenssation based upon‘the
eliaraeler of his injuries and his pay ns a
soldier, and at the ssme time provides
that in the ease of disshility impairing
the man's eaming power in his former
occupation he shall be given the oppor-
tunily to learn at the expense of the Gov-
ernment a trade or profession at which
he ean support himself at least as well as
would bave been the case had he not been
disabled in the serviee of his country.
As the whole present pension syslem
nrose from the perfectly legilimate %and
liumane desire to alleviaste the economic
econdition of those whose disabilities in-
eurred in war had impaired their earn-
ing powers, the principal molive for gen-
eral pension legaslation is removed by the
terms of these lawy already in effect.

Mr. Harris's book deals exhaustively
with these underlying prineiples, upon
which the rehabilitation programme now
being carried out by the Federal Board
for Voeational Edoestion is based. It is
the first elear and explieit exposition for
the general reader of the whole theory
as well as the actual practice being pur-
sued. Am'pl:ing in its ('nl.i.ri-lv the pﬁn-

ciple thai the best service sociely can
render the man who has suffered disabil-
ity in its serviee is not to support him in
idleness but to prove to him that no
malter how great his disability it is still
possible for him to become s self-sup-
porting ecitizen, sble to compete with the
physically sound in some luerative oeceu-
pation, the Government is pledged to
furnish the facilities and the oppor-
tunity for the utmost possible limit of his
plete and practical reeducation to a new
trade or vocation. His placement in o
position wlhere he can then profitably ex-
ercise his mewly sequired or reasquired
abilities neccssarily follows, and this en-
tire task of physical rehahilitation, vo-
ealional reedueation and placement has
bern delegated to the Board for Voea-
tivanl Education

IIIL.

This work is already well under way.
Some thousands of American velerans of
the great war are already being restored
to usefulness and being tanght, by meth-
ods wineh are based upon the suecessful
experience of the European Allws, how
to earn a bving in spite of the handicaps
imposed by their war injuries.

The runge of disabilities extends all
the way from deafness to almost complets
dismemberment. There stems to be no
limit to the physiesl handieaps that ean
be suceessfully overcome onee the vietim
is convineed in his own mind that he ean
overcome them and proper facilities nre
provided for his physical restoration and
voeational training, Only a very munute
prreentage of disabled soldiers and sail-
ors cun properly be regarded as hopeless
eases, totally meapable of beeoming seli-
supporting. Nearly all that has been
writien on the subject of the rehabalita-
tion ol the dissbled soldier has dealt with
those physically maimed by the loss of
himbs, or with the blind. Mr. Harns's
book brings statistics down to February
I. 1910: at that date it wcmed bu be

Wartlme Celebrltles

By W. B. McCORMICK.

N her volume called Fighters for Peace
Mary R. Parkman has gathered to-
gether an even dozen of biographical
sketehes of the King of Belgium, Marshals
Joffre and Foeh, Premiers Lloyd George
and Clemencesn, the King of Italy, Pres:-
dent Wilson, Beatty,
Muude, Allenby and Pershing,

Admiral Giens,
and ruy-
nemer, the famous French military avia-
tor. Although no one would pretend there
15 anything original o be said of these
warriors in the cause of peace ut this late
day, the writer of these skeiches has done
her work well exeept in the instances of
the sketehes of Vietor Emmanuel
President Wilson, Mrs. Parkman knows
how imporfant the beginnings of a man's
life are in forming his character, and in
most of these sketches she gives ns

zlimpses of the boy who hecame the dis

tinguished man of to-day. ller pietare of
« boyvhood of Guynemer |

mo=! of the biographics) i< not onls

chamungly , but allows us 1

and

'I'.‘.‘- ne oIn

wrillen

why the gsallant mr fehter pase |
I did for his country.
" Llovd (rornre and Clemien

rtienlarly admirable in this r
book is illusteated with photozraplis ol
with of the twelve
¢ludid 1n the text
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less title of a collection of superficial
studies of persons promient in the Brivish
pulitien] world writien by E. T. Karmond
Mr. Raymond’s style i= what Dhitish
crities eall “Journalese” and ins interest in
fucl is not at &Il profound, n «ase in poinl
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“MASTERPIECES OF DELICIOUS COMEDY"

While Paris Laughed

By LEONARD MERRICK

e “C('!n'l;l:!l‘f. ol
sparkle which is os gay &nd 2s French as champagne.”
“Mr.
this time, he is a public benefactor.”

may be ordered direc!, postage extra, o)

E.P.DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Ave., New York

gavely and wit and muth .

Merrick is more than o wir at

being found at the end of his sketch of
Sir F. E. 8mith (now Lord Birkenhead
and Lord High Chancellor). He writes
of Sir Frederick's return from *“a propa-
gandizing tour” in the United States “in
cirromstances of some mystery.” In view
of Sir Frederick’s tactless specch at a
Bar Associution meeting in this eily and
his further indiscretion in Canada at a
dinner party there does not seem (o be
much of a mystery as to his reeall. Mr
Raymond says of Sir Edward Carson’s
Ulster rebellion  movement, “Potsdam
betted bLeavily on Carsonism.
Polsdum may Lave been wrong. Butl some
part of the readiness with which Germany
accepted a great risk was undoubtedly
due to the eonviction that the sehism was
real and serious, that it affected the dis-
eipline of the British army, and would
probably paradyze British diplomaey.”
Fur the most part these sketehes ap-
peared in the English periodical Frery-
Great names fill the title pages and
beyond; sueh as Mr. Asquith, Viscount
Grey of Fallodon, Winston Churchull, the
Marquis of Lansdowne, Earl Curzon
We Krnow i-" of Mr. amd Mrs Sidne

\ “vhb ar we learmod not enongh morn

man.

1w them o parsue the subieet. We
wirg vory mich infercstol ta observe thon
ter Lased Morkueacter of Clal
dinieton eo the wame of Sauimel Gog
- 1 e i
pers, a mood Aerican who ]\.lilpl] "
have en born in Lendon, 1] It e
makes lum o British eclehrity If il
il bl not triisl 20 ’l"'l“"" o]y to lw
“smart” th bt have been an amusing
Ik,

FIGIITERS TOR PEAME. By Musy R.
PawEmay, The Uentury Company. £1.50.
UNCENSORED CELEBRITIES. By K. T.

Ravaoxn. Hems Molt & Co. $2.50,

“By Thomas Y. ane l Mary E. Han-
how" on (he Ltle page of Th Ruldle of
the Purpde Fwmperor means that M.
Hunshew wrots tory from an ount-
e Toundl m the greal mass of notes
plots, outlines a '.‘. suggestions left by her
hushand al his death. Tt was long con

tended f:,;' l'}l mias W,
“Rertha M the so popular
tichion,  Mrs. TMan-hew says that after
Le death of Uiy M. Braane (who
wrote as “Dertha M. Clay™) Mr. TLin
among others, wrote novels which
were published with “Bertha M. Clay” oa
the title page. Which, says Mrs Han-
Jww, is the truth and the whale truth

Hanshew was
Clay” of

wrlotie

diew,

doubtful whether the number of Ameri-
can soldiers rendered totally blind in the
war would be as many as 100, Of tolally
and partially blind the number is not ex-
peeted to reach 200. Up to the middle of
January there had been reported less
than 100 men suffering from defects of
hearing and speech. Not more than 3,000
soldiers and sailors in all have suffered
amputstions of any of their limbs; of
these approximalely 1,100 have been re-
tarned from overseas and were under
treatment when this book was wrilten,

Disability in forms not involving dis-
memberment or the loss of sight or hear-
ing is a muoeh more important problem.
More than 5,000 soldiers are under res-
torative trealment for tubereulosis ae-
quired in the line of doty. Large num-
bers suffered injuries throogh wounds
and disease resulting n the stifening
of joints, impairment of their powers of
endurunce, nervous affeetions of vari-
ous kinds and other forms of disability
that made it impossible for them to re-
sume their former voeations and neecssi-
tating the learning of new occupations.
These men, whose disabilities are not ob-
vious to the casual observer bul which
are nevertheless serious, constitute by far
the largest proportion of those who but
for the recdueation provided for under
the wvoeational rebabilitation act would
always be in imminent danger of becom-
g dependents upon the community.

V.

Mr. Huarris has told tin: whole gtory of
the Government's plans and purposes,
nol only as relates to the disabled soldier
or sailor but as to the extension of the
work of voecational rehabilitation to the
victims of industrial sccidents and
east, The book is the first of a scries
dealing with problems of war and recon-
struction edited by Francis G. Wickware.
If the remaining volumes deal with their
respective subjeets as thoroughly and at
the same Gme interestingly as The Ile-
demption of the Disabled deals with its
subject matter these books will prove a
veluable eontribution to the literature of
present day economies and of vital ser-
vier in the effort of solving the manifold
new problems confronting the Awmericom

dis-

people.
THE REDEMFPTION OF THE DIS-
ABLED. By Gazgaep Hamzis. 1. Apple

ton & Co. #2.
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